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GOT ESOT 


Present Problems and Opportunities 


FTER a full day’s discussion on 
November 8 of the problems and 
opportunities which confront libraries 
in a period of economic depression, the 
Executive Board of the American Li- 
brary Association requested that the 


A. L. A. Headquar- 
ters staff keep mem- 
bers of the association 
informed of ways and 
means by which libra- 
ries are meeting the 
challenge of the pres- 
ent situation. 

How budget and 
administration prob- 
lems are being handled 
is indicated in the ac- 
companying article by 
Miss Merrill. What 
libraries are doing for 
readers, especially the 
unemployed and those 
who are striving to 
restore economic sta- 
bility, will be reported 
in January in an arti- 
cle by Mrs. Frances 
Clarke Sayers, acting 
executive assistant to 
the Board on the Li- 
brary and Adult Edu- 
cation. 

The Booklist in 
November carried an 
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editorial and list of books on unemploy- 
ment, to which some libraries have given 
wider reading by reprinting them in 
their local papers. 
draws attention to recent books and 
pamphlets which it is felt promote intelli- 


The December issue 


gent thinking on eco- 
nomic and social prob- 
lems or offer a com- 


munity practical aids 


in meeting them. The 
January number will 
carry a_ bibliography 
of lists on the present 
situation prepared by 
the library of the Rus- 
sell Sage Foundation. 
The Wilson Bulle- 
tin for December will 
carry a statement* by 
a committee of the 
A. L. A. Executive 
Board, supplemented 
with lists prepared by 
the New York State 
Library and Library 
Extension _ Division, 
and the Library Jour- 
nal has announced for 
its issue of December 
1 an article on “The 
Library in Hard 
Times,” by Carl B. 
Roden of the Chicago 
Public Library. 


* Reprints may be obtained from A. L. A. Headquarters, 520 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago. 


























The Challenge of the Depression 


By Jutta Wricut Merriti, Executive Assistant, 
Library Extension Board 


Must the Library Budget Be Cut? 


ETRENCHMENT is in order,” 

some library trustees are re- 
ported to have said, both in relation to 
current expenditures from a normal 
budget and in connection with the re- 
quest budget for the coming year. Do 
these trustees and the public officials 
know of the heavy increase in reading- 
room use and book circulation that is 
universally reported due to enforced 
leisure and reduction of personal ex- 
penditures for commercial recreation? 
The work of the library, unlike that of 
many business organizations, grows 
rather than diminishes in times of de- 
pression. Do not trustees have a respon- 
sibility for wise spending of the funds 
available and for an effort to secure an 
adequate appropriation for the coming 
year? 


Budget cuts are by no means univer- 
sal. A strong statement made by a 
library trustee of Newton, Kansas, to 
the city council resulted in an actual 
increase of the library appropriation 
this year, in order that the program he 
presented might be carried out. A re- 
cent tax hearing in Gary resolved itself 
into an appreciation of the library, with 
warm statements of its value made by 
public officials. Among the state library 
extension agencies, sixteen reported 
their appropriations increased at ses- 
sions last winter, while six held their 


own though many other departments 
were cut. 


State library extension agencies are 
helping local libraries present their case. 
The Illinois State Library Extension 
Division, for example, sent the resolu- 
tion of the A. L. A. Council to all 
mayors of communities which had pub- 
lic libraries and to presidents and secre- 
taries of library boards. Some mayors 
were quick to reply that they were inter- 
ested in their libraries and that they 
should receive their full share of tax 
support. 


The resolution referre adopted 
by the Council of the A. L. A. at the 
New Haven conference last June, is 
reprinted here for the benefit of those 
trustees who have not seen it. 


The present economic depression with its ac- 
companying unemployment has stimulated the 
demand for library service, increased the cir- 
culation of books, and enlarged the contribu- 
tion which libraries make in the preparation 
for new types of employment, in the profitable 
use of leisure time, and in the maintenance of 
public morale. We call these facts to the at- 
tention of the governors and legislatures of 
various states and to all public officials of 
counties, cities, and towns and urge them to 
allow no reduction of appropriation for books 
and service, but to maintain the libraries of 
the country in their full efficiency in this period 
of special need. 


A ringing statement, on the cover of 
the Toledo Public Library’s report for 
1930, could be adapted by other libra- 
ries. Though this library suffered from 
reduced tax collections in “the city the 
automobile ran over,” its case was well 
presented. 
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Hard times bring a re-evaluation of insti- 
tutions supported by taxes. The public has a 
right to expect its money’s worth in accom- 
plishment. Why the public library deserves 
adequate support at this time is a proper ques- 
tion and one which we wish to answer. 

As pointed out in this report, its load of 
work increases suddenly and greatly in times 
of depression. 

It serves and serves alike all classes of peo- 
ple, regardless of color, creed, nationality, age, 
or position. 

It provides the adult with a place of learn- 
ing such as does no other organization, and is 
prepared to assist him as he meets difficult and 
practical problems. 

The library’s influence is positive and con- 
structive. Knowledge tends to strengthen all 
who possess it. Good roads, public buildings, 
compulsory employment insurance, and other 
public supported measures are fine. They can- 
not, however, take the place of or create a 
better prepared and more enlightened citizen- 
ship. Support of the public library is an in- 
vestment in men, not materials, and offers the 
opportunity for more than temporary relief. 

The library’s levy has, indeed, never been 
large. The present rate of .5 mill yields almost 
exactly a dollar per capita, which is considered 
a minimum amount on which to give good 
service. A reduction in income necessarily cuts 
seriously the quality and quantity of service. 

The ill effects due to lack of funds are not 
easily remedied even with increased funds at a 
later date. To develop good and sufficient book 
collections requires time and continuous buy- 
ing. A trained and effective personnel are the 
result of time and uninterrupted development. 

The need for books today cannot be satisfied 
with money five or ten years hence. Men and 
women can wait but little longer for mental 
food than for physical food. Today’s oppor- 
tunity must be met now or permanently denied. 


When a Cut Becomes Necessary 


Many libraries, especially in highly 
industrialized cities, are, however, al- 
ready facing the winter with income 
seriously reduced either from a cut in 
appropriation or because of reduced tax 
collections. How are they to give in- 
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creased service on a smaller budget? 
Where are cuts to be made? 


At first it seems like being asked to 
make bricks without straw. Library 
incomes have never permitted extrava- 
gant expenditures. The necessity for 
reduction challenges the administrative 
ability of librarians. Every corner must 
be cut, every extra process eliminated. 
Essentials must be safeguarded, but 
extension programs can wait. 


How adjustments were made in De- 
troit was told in Library Service for 
March-May, 1931. Discussion at a 
series of staff conferences made for 
staff good will as well as for breadth of 
viewpoint. The final decision was based 
on the greatest good to the largest num- 
ber. Among the aims for the year were: 
renewing acquaintance with books on 
hand, personal attention and individual 
competency on the part of the staff, and 
an atmosphere of cheerfulness and sym- 
pathetic alertness. 


The program adapted by the Lima 
Public Library (42,000 population), for 
a period of financial uncertainty, is sug- 
gestive to other libraries: 


Hold up all book orders until September, 
when library income for remainder of year 
can be definitely determined. Cancel shorts. 

If necessary in September reduce or cut off 
entirely all book buying until January, or 

Order limited non-fiction and place all adult 
fiction on rental basis, or purchase one copy of 
fiction for free circulation, and place added 
copies in rental collection. 

Approve necessary binding of books and 
magazines to preserve investments already 
made. Hold binding of newspapers. 

Make a charge of two cents for each postal 
used in the reserve of non-fiction. 

Reduce all purchases of supplies to a mini- 
mum. 

Add no new equipment. 

Arrest extension program until funds permit. 
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Fill no vacancies which may occur on the 
staff. 


Shorter or Longer Hours of Opening? 


“Cut where the public will feel it 
most” is often the best way, in time of 
prosperity, to handle a reduced budget. 
But can such a policy be carried over 
into a time of depression? Can an in- 
creased circulation be managed in 
shorter hours? Even if it could, is it 
wise to reduce library service at a time 
when men and women, out of work, so 
sorely need it? The individual com- 
munity must, of course, be considered. 
Pasadena, California, can close on Sat- 
urday afternoon and evening without 
causing hardship. But in a manufactur- 
ing city shorter hours would be a calam- 
ity, and the desirability of longer hours 
might well be one argument for an 
increased budget. 


Shall Staff or Salaries be Cut? 


In the factory, the number of men is 
first reduced, then wages are cut. The 
business man on the library board often 
suggests a similar policy in the library. 
But a professional staff presents a dif- 
ferent problem. Building a library staff 
and creating a staff morale require time 
and administrative ability on the part of 
the librarian. Once built, it ought not 
to be broken down for a temporary 
emergency. Library salaries are low as 
compared with other professions, and 
salary cuts are the less possible. 

Instead of radical cuts in staff, libra- 
ries are reducing their total payroll in 
such ways as: discontinuing training 
classes temporarily (as in Chicago, Cin- 
cinnati, and Toledo), leaving vacancies 
unfilled, omitting regular increases of 
salaries, encouraging or enforcing leaves 


of absence without pay, and arranging 
for spread or staggered work. 


The governor or city council may, 
however, order a 10 per cent cut in the 
salaries of all public employees, as in 
North Carolina and Birmingham. The 
library board then has no option, and 
the librarian must seek consolation, as 
suggested in the Survey, in the thought 
of reasonably sure tenure of office: 


Many a librarian in boom days envied the 
woman advertiser who could afford taxicabs 
and a squirrel coat. But now the librarian, 
secure in her job, hears tales of woe from 
friends who once considered her occupation 
ill rewarded. (“How Professional Women 
Fare,” by Vera Kelsey, Survey, November 15, 
1931, vol. 67, p. 19.) 


When the decision to cut or not to 
cut salaries rests with the library trus- 
tees, they will want to consider the opin- 
ion of Fred Telford, director of the 
Bureau of Public Personnel Adminis- 
tration, that 10 per cent cuts in the 
salaries of all public employees are as 
unscientific as corresponding automatic 
increases. 


In the judgment of the staff of the Bureau 
of Public Personnel Administration, the worst 
mistake that could be made at this time is to 
treat all officers and employees alike, either by 
allowing their salaries and wages to remain 
stationary or by making uniform cuts, just as 
in periods of economic prosperity the worst 
mistake is to treat all officers and employees 
alike, increasing the pay of the average and 
inefficient workers in exactly the same pro- 
portion as that of the unusually able, hard- 
working officers and employees. From the 
point of view of dollars and cents it is a mis- 
take now not to reward with higher pay those, 
constituting 10 or 15 per cent of the service, 
whose work is of an unusually high character. 
From the point of view of social policy it is a 
mistake probably at any time, and certainly in 
a period of economic depression, to discharge 
any officer or employee whose work meets even 
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low standards of performance; but the public 
service can well be reduced by not bringing in 
additional employees as positions become va- 
cant. Finally, in periods both of economic 
prosperity and economic depression, perform- 
ance on the job must be measured, and differ- 
ent treatment accorded those whose perform- 
ance is especially good, those whose perform- 
ance is merely average, ai.d those whose per- 
formance is below average. (Public Manage- 


ment for June, 1931, | | '3, pp. 192 and 199- 
200.) 


Can “Made Work” Be Provided? 


Funds collected for unemployment 
relief have been used in many cities to 
give “made work” to jobless painters in 
cleaning or painting city buildings and 
semi-public ones, such as_ settlement 
houses. Large sums have been spent in 
developing recreation areas. Have other 
libraries, like the Chicago Public, ap- 
plied for or secured work on their build- 
ings or grounds? 

Clerical help has been used to advan- 
tage by the Los Angeles Public Library. 
Through the Women’s Unemployed Re- 
lief Committee, 171 women were as- 
signed to the library in groups for four 
weeks each, and distributed among vari- 
ous departments and branches. Care 
was used not to employ these untrained 
workers in positions which came under 
civil service requirements, but to fur- 
nish them work of a general clerical 
nature. According to the annual report, 
“many were the expressions of thanks 
from library departments for this wel- 
come help in catching up with typing, 
filing, and odd jobs of routine work, 
releasing librarians to assist the ever- 
increasing public.” 


Simpler Routine One Solution 


Simplified charging systems were dis- 
cussed at the October meeting of the 
Pennsylvania Library Association, as 
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practically a necessity because of jn. 
creased circulation. Libraries large and 
small are experimenting with various 
simplifications and machines. St. Louis 
has abolished renewals, charging all 
books for twenty-eight days. Order 
and cataloging routine are being studied, 
The St. Louis Public Library reports 
that a “critical scrutiny and study of all 
methods, processes, and procedures, and 
the consequent reorganization of some, 
yielded economies in effort and increased 
output.” (Annual Report, 1930-31, p. 
28.) 


The Inevitable Cut in the Book Fund 

The most flexible item in the library 
budget is, of course, the fund for books, 
periodicals, and binding. Almost uni- 
versally and inevitably budget cuts are 
followed by reduction in book buying. 
Sometimes the book fund is cut by the 
appropriating body on the ground that 
prices of books, like those of other com- 
modities, must go down. Librarians, 
however, know that no reduction has 
come as yet, or is anticipated soon. (For 
a statement of reasons for price mainte- 
nance, see the editorial in Publishers 
Weekly, August 15, 1931, vol. 120, p. 
598. ) 

How to stretch the book fund is then 
a crying problem. In Toledo, all fiction 
bought in 1931, except replacements of 
books of high standard, was placed on a 
rental basis. A charge is made for re- 
serving non-fiction in a number of li- 
braries where that has been free, and an 
increased charge has been made for 
reserving fiction. The Oregon State 
Library calls the attention of small 
libraries to an A. L. A. publication, 4 
guide to inexpensive series, reprinted 
from the Booklist for August, 1931. 
Many of the bulletins of the state library 

















DEPRESSION CHALLENGES MANAGEMENT 707 


extension agencies, as well as_ the 
A. L. A. Booklist, are listing free and 
inexpensive material. Publicity for 
good older books is being emphasized. 

Timely new books on unemployment 
and related subjects and on the reduc- 
tion of armaments and world peace are 
being purchased, in spite of reduced 
pook funds, judging from the lists in 
library bulletins and in leaflet form that 
come to A. L. A. Headquarters. 


What Other Methods Have Been 
Tried? 


The A. L. A. would be glad to hear of 
other methods of handling budget cuts 
and to serve as a clearing house of infor- 
mation. Send word of your experi- 
ments to Julia Wright Merrill, Ameri- 
can Library Association, 520 North 
Michigan Avenue, Chicago. 





Magazine Articles on the Economic 
Situation 

Carolyn F. Ulrich, chief of the Peri- 

odicals Division of the New York Pub- 

lic Library, lists a few recent magazine 

articles on present economics which li- 

brarians may wish to call to the special 
attention of their readers : 


Apams, James Trustow, “Responsibility of 
Bankers,” Forum and Century, August, p. 80 

Barnes, Juttus H., “Business Looks at Un- 
employment,” Atlantic Monthly, August, p. 
238 

Bearp, Cuartes A., “ ‘Five-Year Plan’ for 
America,” Forum and Century, July, p. 1 

——“Captains Uncourageous,” Virginia Quar- 
terly Review, October, p. 500 

Cartson, Avis D., “Wheat Farmer’s Dilem- 
ma,” Harper’s Magazine, July, p. 208. 

Davis, Ermer, “Happy Days Will Come 
Again,” Harper’s Magazine, October, p. 513 

Domeratzky, Louis, “Cartels and the Busi- 
ness Crisis,” Foreign Affairs, October, p. 34 

Donan, W. J., “The Way Out for Your 
Business,” Forbes, Oct. 1, p. 19 


FLYNN, JoHN T., “The Security Wage,” 
Forum and Century, October, p. 247 

Hit_mMan, Sipney, “Unemployment Reserves,” 
Atlantic Monthly, November, p. 661 

Kutas, E. J., “Let’s Talk Frankly About 
Wages,” Nation’s Business, October, p. 24 


La Fo.tette, Susan, “Bread Without Cir- 
cuses: The British Dole,” New Republic, 
Sept. 9, p. 90 


Lonican, Epna, “Prices Must Come Down,” 
New Republic, Sept. 23, p. 142 


Mazur, Paut M., “The Gold Crisis: Its 
Causes and Significance,” Current History, 
November, p. 167 


Putnam, Georce E., “Hardened Arteries of 
Business,” Atlantic Monthly, October, p. 504 
SALTER, Sir ArtHur, “The Silver Problem,” 


Political Science Quarterly, September, p. 
321 


a 


To Hasten Business Recovery 


Measures which the President’s Or- 
ganization on Unemployment Relief be- 
lieve will lessen distress from unemploy- 
ment and hasten business recovery are 
recommended in a recent report by the 
Committee on Employment Plans and 
Suggestions, headed by Harry A. 
Wheeler of Chicago, one of the trustees 
of A. L. A. endowment funds. 

Copies of the report may be obtained 
from the President’s Organization on 
Unemployment Relief, 1734 New York 
Avenue, Washington, D. C. 





Believe It or Not! 


One A. L. A. member, in sending her 
dues for 1932, wrote as follows: 


“May I report a salary increase, ac- 
quisition of a trained assistant, a new 
U-shaped desk, catalog and counter 
height shelving, tables, lamps, and some 
overstuffed chairs (we begin to resem- 
ble the Brothers room in New Haven), 
and last, a very fat budget to work with. 
Grand, isn’t it!” 

















Radio Hour for Children Proposed 


RELIMINARY plans for a radio 

hour for children, to be sponsored 
by the American Library Association 
and the National Advisory Council on 
Radio in Education, were approved by 
the Executive Board at its November 
meeting. 


The plans were submitted by the 
Committee on Library Radio Broad- 
casting, of which Luther L. Dickerson 
is chairman and Mary Gould Davis, 
Judson Toll Jennings, Emma Lee, Della 
McGregor, Forrest B. Spaulding, and 
Jessie Gay Van Cleve are members. 
The statement of the committee, signed 
by all members, follows: 


“In 1926 the Council of the American 
Library Association authorized the ap- 
pointment of the Committee on Library 
Radio Broadcasting to study broadcast- 
ing by libraries and other similar agen- 
cies. 


“The successive committees have 
given attention primarily to broadcast- 
ing by individual libraries; to what the 
libraries are doing in this field; to the 
limitations and possibilities of library 
broadcasts; and to the library implica- 
tions of important programs broadcast 
by other agencies. 


“Presumably these aspects of broad- 
casting will continue to deserve investi- 
gation and study by this committee. 
There remains, however, one particular 
aspect of the subject to which attention 
bas been called by the committee during 
the past two years and which for certain 
reasons seems worthy of the major at- 
tention of the committee just now. That 
is a nation-wide program or programs 
directed by the association. 
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“At the first annual meeting of the 
National Advisory Council on Radio in 
Education, its Committee on Library 
Cooperation, consisting of Judson Toll 
Jennings, Forrest B. Spaulding, Joseph 
L. Wheeler, Francis K. W. Drury, Carl 
H. Milam, and Luther L. Dickerson, 
recommended that ways and means be 
found to broadcast two series of pro- 
grams on nation-wide hookups—one on 
books and reading and the other for 
children. The Council took no action, 
since no action was necessary, but the 
committee feels justified in saying that 
the proposals were favorably received 
by representative members. 


“Without disregarding other studies 
and projects it is recommended that this 
committee endeavor to have broadcast a 
special children’s hour. We recommend 
immediate action on such a_ project 
because : 


“1. The possibilities of utilizing the 
radio as a means of furthering all that 
library work with children represents 
can hardly be ignored. Entering a vast 
number of homes as the radio does and 
daily catching and holding the interest 
of children at the most impressionable 
age, it must have an effect on the devel- 
opment of taste and habits—on the emo- 
tional life of the child. In fact, even- 
tually it must affect for good or ill child 
life in many of its most important as- 
pects. To a children’s radio program 
should be applied the best thought of 
those who are skilled in the technique of 
broadcasting, of children’s librarians, of 
child psychologists, and of those organ- 
izations and institutions that are engaged 
in progressive work in child study and 
welfare. 














RADIO HOUR FOR CHILDREN 


“Such programs are not common, to 
say the least. There appears to be an 
obvious place for such a program in the 
broadcasts of the national chains, and 
such a program should stimulate rather 
than retard anything being done by local 
libraries. 

“2. There is a fair prospect that net- 
work facilities on a national basis will 
be made available for daily broadcasting 
if our association presents a worth while 
and workable children’s hour project. 


“In order that this committee may be 
organized for action, and that appro- 
priate recommendations may be made to 
the Executive Board, we submit here- 
with a proposed plan of organization 
for consideration and action. 


Organization 
A. A radio children’s hour project will be 
originated under the sponsorship of the Ameri- 
can Library Association and the National Ad- 
visory Council on Radio in Education. 


B. This project will be directed by the 
A. L. A. Committee on Library Radio Broad- 
casting in cooperation with the National Ad- 
visory Council’s Committee on Library Co- 
operation. 

C. The A. L. A. will appoint consultants 
and advisers, made up of children’s and other 
librarians, representatives of National Advis- 
ory Council on Radio in Education, teachers, 
parents, publishers, booksellers, and represen- 
tatives of child study and welfare groups, such 
as the National Recreation Association, Boy 
Scouts, Girl Scouts, Camp Fire Girls, etc. 

The consultants and advisers primarily will 
aid the program director in planning and con- 
ducting programs. 

D. A program of this nature will require 
the entire time of one person of peculiar abil- 
ity and technical and clerical assistants. It is 
impossible to make a correct estimate of the 
makeup of such a staff at this time, but, in 
addition to a director, it might consist of a 
radio writer, a secretary-stenographer, and a 
publicity assistant. 
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The director will be nominated by this com- 
mittee and officially approved and appointed 
by the Executive Board of the American Li- 
brary Association. 

The director will recommend assistants, ad- 
visers, and consultants who will be appointed 
by this committee. 

Under the direction of this committee the 
director will have full responsibility for the 
planning and administration of the children’s 
radio hour. 

E. Finance. Such a project could be under- 
taken only with the assurance that free time 
could be had from one of the national broad- 
casting companies. The committee would en- 
list the assistance of the National Advisory 
Council on Radio in Education in obtaining 
such time. 

It is important that the project be financed 
from non-commercial sources. The committee 
would have responsibility for obtaining neces- 
sary funds. It should be understood that such 
funds are not in sight. In this matter also the 
advice of the National Advisory Council on 
Radio in Education would be sought. 


Qe 


Appalachian Survey 

Tommie Dora Barker, A. L. A. field 
agent for the South, is collecting and 
organizing library data for an economic 
and social study of the southern Appala- 
chian highlands, which is being conduct- 
ed by the United States Bureau of Agri- 
cultural Economics, with the aid of other 
agencies. 





Found at New Haven 


A valuable gold pin was found on the 
Yale campus Friday, June 26. The 
owner may have it by describing the 
setting and stone to Edith L. Little, 
City Library, Springfield, Massachusetts. 

A sorority pin, marked with the ini- 
tials E. C. D., also was found at New 
Haven. The owner should communi- 
cate with the Bulletin Editor, American 
Library Association, 520 North Michi- 
gan Avenue, Chicago. 

















Radio Hours for Adults 


ORE than 60,000 responses to 

their Saturday evening radio lec- 
tures on psychology and economics are 
reported by the National Advisory 
Council on Radio in Education. 


Two instances of library cooperation 
seem especially noteworthy. The Chi- 
cago Public Library has ordered large 
quantities of the Listener’s notebook and 
the two series of lectures and is resell- 
ing them in its forty-five branches for 
25 cents each for the notebook and 10 
cents each for the lectures. Signs with 
circulars calling attention to the broad- 
casts read: “Listen and Learn—Radio 
Lectures—Saturday (time and station) 
—These Folders Free at the Desk.” 
Other signs give prices for materials 
sold. 


The Windsor, Ontario, Library has 
given publicity on the lectures not only 
to library patrons and newspaper read- 
ers but also to many others through 
about one hundred civic organizations 
and forty or fifty smaller Ontario libra- 
ries. Angus Mowat, librarian, has writ- 
ten the Council: “When your letter, 
leaflet, and poster arrived, I cried aloud, 
‘God be praised!’ ” 


For posters and announcements of the 
lectures write the National Advisory 
Council on Radio in Education, 60 East 
Forty-second Street, New York City. 


For study material write the Univer- 
sity of Chicago Press, Chicago. Prices 
are as follows: Reading Guide No. 1 
(on Economics), single copies, 10c; 100 
copies, $7 ; 500 copies, $30; 1,000 copies, 


$50. Listener’s Notebooks, Nos. 1 and 
2, single copies, 25c; 10 copies, $1.50; 
50 copies, $5; 500 copies, $45. 


Stations broadcasting these lectures 
are: 


WEAF, New York; WEEI, Boston; 
WTIC, Hartford; WJAR, Providence; 
WTAG, Worcester, Mass.; WCSH, Portland, 
Me.; WFI, Philadelphia; WFBR, Baltimore; 
WRC, Washington; WGY, Schenectady; 
WBEN, Buffalo; WTAM, Cleveland; WWJ, 
Detroit; WSAI, Cincinnati; WCAE, Pitts- 
burgh; KSD, St. Louis; WHO, Des Moines; 
WOC, Davenport, Ia.; WOW, Omaha; 
WDAF, Kansas City; KYW, Chicago; 
WTMJ, Milwaukee; WIBA, Madison, Wis.; 
KSTP, St. Paul; WEBC, Superior, Wis.; 
WDAY, Fargo, N. D.; KFYR, Bismarck, 
N. D.; WRVA, Richmond, Va.; WWNC, 
Asheville, N. C.; WIS, Columbia, S. C.; 
WJAX, Jacksonville, Fla.; WIOD, Miami; 
WFLA, Tampa; WSM, Nashville, Tenn.; 
WSB, Atlanta; WAPI, Birmingham; WSMB, 
New Orleans ; WJ DX, Jackson, Miss. ; KPRC, 
Houston; KOA, Denver; KSL, Salt Lake 
City; KGO, Oakland, Calif.; KGW, Port- 
land, Ore.; KOMO, Seattle; KHQ, Spokane; 
KFI, Los Angeles; KFSD, San Diego; 
KTAR, Phoeniz, Ariz. 


Information about Foreign Policy 
Association broadcasts, given every 
Thursday evening, may be obtained 
without charge from James G. Mc- 
Donald, care of the National Broadcast- 
ing Company, 711 Fifth Avenue, New 
York City. 

The National League of Women 
Voters will begin weekly broadcasts 
Tuesday, January 5. Reading lists for 
these broadcasts will be sent free on re- 
quest to libraries by the American Li- 
brary Association, 520 North Michigan 
Avenue, Chicago. 
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The Investigation of Cooperative Cataloging 


HREE opinions appear to exist in 

regard to a scheme for cooperative 
cataloging designed particularly to re- 
lieve research libraries. Some feel that 
no investigation of the subject is needed ; 
some, that centralized cataloging is the 
only possible solution and a third group 
that the possibilities of cooperative cata- 
loging are worth studying. 


The Cooperative Cataloging Commit- 
tee of which Keyes D. Metcalf is chair- 
man, and T. Franklin Currier, Rudolph 
H. Gjelsness, J. C. M. Hanson, and 
Margaret Mann are members, is trying 
to approach the problem with an open 
mind. “We do not know what the best 
solution is,” writes Mr. Metcalf. “It is 
the committee’s work to find the solu- 
tion.” 


An advisory group has been asked to 
assist the committee in its work. This 
group includes Claribel R. Barnett, 
J. Christian Bay, Julian S. Fowler, 
Frederick C. Hicks, Sophie K. Hiss, 
Anna Marie Monrad, Lois A. Reed, 
Bertha M. Schneider, Nathan van Pat- 
ten and James I. Wyer. The General 
Education Board has financed the inves- 
tigation by a grant of $13,500. 


Mr. Metcalf supplies the following 
news of progress in the investigation : 


_The investigation so far has been along six 
different lines, as follows : 


1. A study of the present state of affairs in 
regard to the use of Library of Congress cards. 
In connection with this study, 24,000 cards 
from 48 libraries have been gathered, and sta- 
tistics are being compiled to show the propor- 
tion of Library of Congress cards available 


for books printed in various languages and in 
different periods. 


2. A study of the duplication of cataloging 
for books for which Library of Congress cards 
are not available. In connection with this 
study, 2,000 cards are being checked in each of 


nearly forty libraries scattered throughout the 
country. 


3. A study of the situation in regard to 
analyzing serial monographs. Fifty libraries 
have been asked to contribute lists of serial 
monographs which they now analyze or would 
like to have analyzed. Miss Winifred Gregory 
has been employed to coordinate these lists and 
to discover where duplication is now going on, 
and to try to arrange for cooperative or cen- 
tralized cataloging for titles where there is 
duplication. 


4. A general study of the attitude of libra- 
ries toward cooperative cataloging and toward 
suggestions which have been made, and the 
gathering together of more suggestions. This 
work is in the hands of Paul North Rice, 
Dayton Public Library, who during the fall 
and early winter will visit over forty of the 
larger libraries of the country. 


5. A study of methods of producing and 
reproducing cards. 


6. Experiments on a small scale in connec- 
tion with suggestions that have been made. 
These include an effort to make more use of 
the work done by the Library of Congress, 
and of the Union Catalog in the Library of 
Congress. 


Any suggestions that have come from mem- 
bers of the committee or from its representa- 
tives have been advanced simply in order to 
bring out suggestions and criticisms. The 
committee wants it very definitely understood 
that it has not as yet reached any decision in 
regard to methods. 


The greatest handicap which the committee 
has found in its work has been the lack of 
suggestions as to possible methods of solving 
the problem. Criticisms are welcomed by the 
committee at any time, but it is particularly 
anxious to receive constructive suggestions. 
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Opposing Views Held on Projects for Children 


ELLA McGregor, chairman of the 

Committee on Library Work with 
Children, announces in a supplement to 
her committee’s report, appearing in the 
A. L. A. Bulletin for May, 1931, pp. 
291-92, that divergent views exist on 
two committee activities: the Wash- 
burne list and efforts to establish a 
department for work with children at 
A. L. A. Headquarters. 

Owing to the difficulty of obtaining a 
complete vote of her committee by mail 
and to lack of space in earlier Bulletins, 
Miss McGregor’s supplementary report 
has been unavoidably delayed in its 
appearance, much to her regret and that 
of the Editor. 

In 1930, Carleton W. Washburne, 
superintendent of the Winnetka Public 
Schools, requested assistance (profes- 
sional, not financial) in the compilation 
of a list of books to be used in directing 
the recreational reading of boys and girls 
of elementary and grammar school age. 
It was his suggestion that work on the 
list be divided as follows: 

a. Compilation and annotation of a list of 
approximately 2,000 titles, to be prepared by a 
representative group of trained children’s li- 
brarians selected by the American Library 
Association. 

b. On completion of the work of selection 
and annotation, the scientific grading of the 
list, as to subject, content, and vocabulary, by 
the staff of the Winnetka schools. 

It was also suggested that titles in- 
cluded on the list be confined to those 
which, in the estimation of the library 
profession, would tend to foster and 
stimulate a taste for good literature. 

On receipt of Mr. Washburne’s re- 
quest, the matter was discussed and a 
motion to cooperate in preparation of 


the list was approved by the A. L. A. 
Committee on Library Work with Chil- 
dren, of which, at that time, Annabel 
Porter was chairman. Effie L. Power, 
chairman of the A. L. A. Section for Li- 
brary Work with Children at that time, 
was a member of the same committee. 
A subcommittee to formulate plans for 
carrying on the project was appointed, 
composed of Mary S. Wilkinson, chair- 
man; Nora Beust, Bertha Hatch, Helen 
Martin, and Mrs. Elizabeth Riddell 
White. This subcommittee has super- 
vised the selection of all titles included 
in the list to date. 

On coming into office in 1930, the 
present chairman accepted the recom- 
mendation of Miss Porter that the 
members of the subcommittee who 
served during the latter’s term of office 
be re-appointed in order to expedite the 
completion of unfinished work. 

A check of votes as to the attitude of 
the 1930-31 committee on this recom- 
mendation indicates seven in accord 
with and three not in favor of its 
acceptance. 

In compliance with a request received 
from the following members, Mary 
Gould Davis, Louise P. Latimer, and 
Jacqueline Overton have been recorded 
as not in favor of further cooperation 
on the part of children’s librarians with 
the Washburne project. 

The recommendation of the chairman 
in regard to the establishment in the 
near future of a_ representative at 
A. L. A. Headquarters in charge of a 
department for library work with chil- 
dren was approved by six members of 
the committee, but disapproved by Siri 
M. Andrews, Miss Davis, Miss Latimer, 
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and Miss Overton, because in the opin- 
ion of these members the matter needs 


The New 


HEN the Bulletin appears in its 

new format in January and under- 
takes to give members of the American 
Library Association more adequate news 
of what their representatives are doing, 
and what various members are thinking 
about professional affairs, it may not be 
rechristened. 

The Publicity Committee has not yet 
made its recommendation to the Execu- 
tive Board concerning a change in title, 
but indications are that it may recom- 
mend that the name remain the same. 

More than 150 titles have been pro- 
posed in place of the “Bulletin,” but 
many librarians have recommended that 
the name remain as it is. Members who 
have voted for the latter have stressed 
the desirability of avoiding what in the 
aggregate would be considerable expense 
in recataloging. The Publicity Commit- 
tee will make its recommendation to the 
Executive Board early in December. 

One policy of the new Bulletin which 
has definitely been decided on is that, 
with the increased space at the Editor’s 
disposal, both sides of questions before 
the association or any of its sections, on 
which there are differences of opinion, 
will be presented whenever possible. 

One section of the Bulletin will carry 
unofficial communications to and from 
members. 

“Books Worth Reading” will call at- 
tention to a few recent publications 
which the Booklist staff can recommend 
as good reading. 

Salaries statistics will be combined in 
a single issue (June, in 1932) to facili- 
tate reference. 





further consideration by the membership 
at large before adoption. 


“Bulletin” 


A limited number of Midwinter 
Meeting and conference addresses of 
wide interest will be printed. 

The Headquarters stai¥. including the 
Personnel Division, will be given more 
space for “clearing house” informa:‘on 
and news of its activities. 

The “Trustees Section,” as such, will 
be discontinued, but special effort will 
be made to secure articles and other 
material of value to trustees. 

The Proceedings will be considerably 
enlarged. 

For the present, the Editor will be re- 
lieved of most of the duties of publicity 
assistant by another member of the staff 
in order to give more time to the Bulletin. 
A full-time editor will be secured as soon 
as funds permit. 

News from the Midwinter Meeting, 
which will be given to members in early 
issues of the 1932 Bulletin, will concern 
Harold F. Brigham’s “Report on An- 
nuities and Pensions,” “the Executive 
Board’s Program for the A. L. A.,” and 
the Council discussion of “Libraries in 
the Depression.” 





Heating and Ventilation 

Reprints of an article, published in 
the April issue of the magazine Heating 
and Ventilation on “Problems of Li- 
brary Heating and Ventilation,” by 
Samuel H. Ranck, chairman of the 
A. L. A. Committee on Ventilation and 
Lighting of Library Buildings, are avail- 
able at A. L. A. Headquarters, 520 N. 
Michigan Avenue, Chicago. Price, 
thirty-five cents. 











A. L. A. News 


Council to Discuss Program 
Requested by Carnegie Corporation 


In making the appeal for endowment 
funds and special memberships for the 
American Library Association during 
the past several years and particularly 
in 1931, the statement was made that 
“another million dollars is believed to 
be in sight if the association can raise a 
million by its own effort ;” and that in- 
creased membership dues could be 
counted at their capitalized value. 


Following the New Haven confer- 
ence when the A. L. A. completed its 
task a letter was sent to the president of 
the Carnegie Corporation notifying him 
of this fact. At a meeting on Septem- 
ber 22, 1931, the Executive Committee 
of the Carnegie Corporation authorized 
its president to notify the association 
that the Executive Committee “as a first 
step will be glad to receive from the 
association a statement of a program 
upon which the corporation may base its 
consideration of further grants for the 
general purposes of the association.” 
Such a program is now being prepared 
by the A. L. A. Executive Board. It is 
hoped to have it ready to submit to the 
Council at the Midwinter Meeting and 
to the Carnegie Corporation early in 
January. 

Comments on “Present and Suggested 
A. L. A. Activities” are still wanted. 
For a list of activities under considera- 
tion, see the Bulletin for October, 1931, 
pp. 688-99. 





Federal Aid 


Further action on a federal aid plan 
for rural library service will be post- 


poned until a more favorable time, in 
accordance with the recommendation of 
the Library Extension Board to the 
Executive Board. As reason for post- 
ponement, Clarence B. Lester, chairman 
of the Library Extension Board, has 
stated : 

The general economic situation has been 
changing very rapidly since our June meeting 
and even since the preparation of the draft of 
the federal aid plan in September. Particularly 
in view of the President’s very earnest and 
definite pleas that requests of this sort should 
not be presented to Congress this winter, I am 
convinced that the A. L. A. should not risk 
the criticism that would inevitably follow any 


suggestion of this kind, even in a tentative 
form. 


The principle of federal aid has not 
been affected by the Library Extension 
Board’s recommendation. That had been 
approved by the A. L. A. Council in 
December, 1930, on request of the Li- 
brary Extension Board, the League of 
Library Commissions, the Southeastern 
Library Association, and the Southwest- 
ern Library Association. In June the 
Council also approved a plan for fed- 
eral aid, as submitted by the Library 
Extension Board, and authorized the 
board to proceed in accordance with the 
resolution, with the advice and coopera- 
tion of the Committee on Federal Rela- 
tions, and with the approval of the 
Executive Board. 


—_—_——@———_— 


The Future of the “Art Index” 


An intensive campaign is under way 
among libraries and museums, upon the 
results of which will depend to a large 
extent the future of the Art Index. Its 
purpose is to obtain the “substantial 
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additional support” which the publishers 
have declared is “essential if the Art 
Index is to function and progress as 
has been hoped.” 


Just how vital is the need for support 
at this time was shown by the report of 
the publishers before the Art Reference 
Section of the A. L.A., meeting at New 
Haven in June. The estimated deficit 
to the end of the experimental three- 
year period, figuring only direct ex- 
penses, is close to $21,000. 

It is still too early to forecast the 
results of the campaign, although the 
publishers report the receipt of some 
encouraging replies. The greatest asset 
of all would be assurance of enough 
support to justify the undertaking of 
the back-indexing project. Every effort 
is being made to reserve the Carnegie 
Corporation grant for this purpose, and 
the H. W. Wilson Company is ready to 
begin the work if it feels assured of 
even moderately adequate support at 
this time. 

The publishers wish it to be under- 
stood that they are interested in improv- 
ing the Art Index in every way. During 
the past year its size and scope have 
been increased 30 per cent, and a new 
full-time indexer, Sarah F. St. John, 
who is experienced in the field, has been 
added to the staff. They point out, 
however, that continuance and further 
expansion must be predicated upon 
satisfactory support. 


The A. L. A. committee serving in an 
advisory capacity has the same mem- 
bership as last year, with the addition of 
Rachel Sedeyn, head of the Art Refer- 
ence Department of Pratt Institute. 
The committee continues to work with 
the joint committee representing the 
American Association of Museums and 





the Association of Art Museum Direc- 


tors. e 
E. Loutse Lucas, Chairman, 


Committee on Index to Art Periodicals 





Dues 

Green slips inclosed in all copies of 
this issue of the Bulletin are reminders 
that 1932 membership dues are now 
payable. They are not bills sent to de- 
linquent members. If your dues have 
been paid, ignore the green slip; if not, 
please use it and so help your associa- 
tion in reducing the cost of collecting 
membership dues. Regular personal 
memberships payable January 1, 1932, 
are either $3 or $5; institutional mem- 
berships are $5. 


a 


The Dutton Fellowship 

Application forms for the E. P. Dut- 
ton Fellowship for library work with 
children may be secured until April 1, 
1932, from Della McGregor, Public Li- 
brary, St. Paul, chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Library Work with Children. 
The fellowship, conferred by the com- 
mittee each year, provides for approxi- 
mately nine months of study in a school 
accredited by the A. L. A. which offers 
a degree or a diploma for library work 
with children, or for advanced study 
under conditions selected by the appli- 
cant and approved by the committee. 

Before returning the forms to the 
committee chairman, each applicant for 
a fellowship should inform herself as to 
whether her educational qualifications, 
experience, etc., are such as will be ac- 
cepted for entrance in the school she 
selects for study. It is also important 
that each applicant ascertain whether 
the school selected has adequate facili- 
ties for carrying on research in the sub- 
ject she wishes to pursue. Completed 
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forms should be accompanied by a 
transcript of the applicant’s college rec- 
ord and a recent photograph. 

Applications should be sent in on or 
before April 15, 1932, in order that an- 
nouncement of the award may be made 
by May 15. 

Accredited library schools specializ- 
ing in library work with children are: 
Carnegie Library School, Carnegie In- 
stitute of Technology, Pittsburgh; 
School of Library Service, Columbia 
University, New York; Library School, 
University of Washington, Seattle; St. 
Louis Library School, St. Louis Public 
Library, St. Louis; School of Library 
Science, Syracuse University, Syracuse, 
New York; School of Library Science, 
Simmons College, Boston; School of 
Library Science, Western Reserve Uni- 
versity, Cleveland. 


Alice Brown of Kalamazoo, Michigan, 
winner of the Dutton Fellowship for 
1931, is carrying on graduate study at 
the School of Library Service of Colum- 
bia University. The subject she has 
chosen for her work is “The Production 
of Children’s Books in the Past Decade: 
Notable Trends and Influencing Fac- 
tors.” 





New Courses for the Blind 


Herman H. B. Meyer, director of the 
project, “Books for the Blind,” financed 
by the Pratt-Smoot Bill, approves the 
proposal to braille each forthcoming 
RWAP course as soon as it is published, 
or perhaps from page proof. The six 
courses, Geography and our need of it, 
The Pacific area in international rela- 
tions, English history, Evolution, Rus- 
sian literature, and Representative 20th 
century Americans, not already available 
to the blind through the agency of the 


Braille Institute of America, will be 
brailled under the direction of the Li- 
brary of Congress. 

Probably all A. L. A. members do not 
know that the following acknowledgment 
appears in the annual report of Robert 
B. Irwin, executive director of the Amer- 
ican Foundation for the Blind: 

The Pratt-Smoot Bill, authorizing a 
federal appropriation of $100,000 a year 
for books for the blind, “was the direct 
outgrowth of a survey of library condi- 
tions for the blind in the United States, 
undertaken by the American Foundation 
for the Blind two years ago at the re- 
quest of the American Library Asso- 
ciation.” 





Two Eminent Leaders Gone 


Members of the American Library 
Association were shocked and saddened 
when two former presidents of the asso- 
ciation, Charles F. D. Belden and Wal- 
ter L. Brown, suddenly died within the 
same week. Neither man had been well, 
but no one had realized the serious con- 
dition of either. 

Both Mr. Belden and Mr. Brown had 
been born in New York State, Mr. 
Belden at Syracuse, October 5, 1870; 
Mr. Brown at Buffalo, January 4, 1861. 
Mr. Belden, however, had spent most of 
his professional life in Massachusetts, 
following his graduation from the Har- 
vard Law School. First, secretary of 
the Harvard Law School Faculty, he 
later became assistant librarian of the 
Harvard Law Library; librarian of the 
Social Law Library, Boston; librarian 
of the Massachusetts State Library ; and 
finally—the positions he held at the time 
of his death—chairman of the Free 
Public Library Commission of Massa- 
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chusetts and director of the Boston 
Public Library. 

In addition to being a recognized 
leader within his state, he was one of 
the American Library Association’s 
most distinguished and most cherished 
members. On the occasion of its fiftieth 
anniversary celebration, the association 
chose him as president and gave him the 
honor of presiding at a brilliant inter- 
national conference attended by repre- 
sentatives of twenty-two countries. 


Mr. Belden was a member of the 
commission which studied the adult edu- 
cation movement and reported its find- 
ings and recommendations in Libraries 
and adult education in 1926; he was also 
a member of the first Board on the Li- 
brary and Adult Education. He served 
on the A. L. A. War Finance Committee 
and was influential in many important 
association activities. More than once 
he represented American library inter- 
ests abroad, and his contributions to 
learning were recognized by honors 
from the King of Italy and the city of 
Ravenna, as well as from Harvard 
University. 

His death on October 24 at the Pitts- 
field Hospital has been described by 
E. Kathleen Jones, general secretary of 
the Massachusetts Division of Public 
Libraries, as ‘‘an irreparable loss” to his 
immediate associates. “He was more 
than our director,” Miss Jones writes; 
“he was a very dear friend—as one li- 
brarian put it, ‘a man with the under- 
standing heart.’”’ 


Only a week before Mr. Belden’s 
death, on October 17, Mr. Brown, who 
had been vice president as well as presi- 
dent of the American Library Associa- 
tion, died after twenty-five years of 
service to the Buffalo Public Library. 
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He had begun his library career in 
Albany, New York, but soon went to 
Buffalo and as assistant librarian and 
then librarian—with a brief interlude 
spent in the book business—he devoted 
most of his abilities to the Buffalo Pub- 
lic Library. He was president of the 
New York Library Association and a 
member of the Library Institute, was 
associated with many movements for 
civic betterment in Buffalo and had wide 
interests outside his profession. 


Like Mr. Belden, Mr. Brown was 
one of the leaders who helped to organ- 
ize library service for the army and 
navy, a service which mobilized nearly 
two million dollars and more than three 
million books for the benefit of the 
American Expeditionary Force. As 
chairman of the A. L. A. Headquarters 
Building Committee in 1928 he visited 
the Chicago office and became intensely 
interested in the variety of activities 
carried on there. His visit is still re- 
membered with pleasure by members of 
the staff with whom he discussed their 
work. He gave careful study to the 
problem of Headquarters space, and rec- 
ommended that the most desirable solu- 
tion of the problem would be for the 
association to acquire a building of its 
own. 


Only a month before his death, Mr. 
Brown, because of ill health, submitted 
his resignation to his Board of Trustees. 
His death, however, forestalled action 
by the board. He had also resigned as 
chairman of the Nominating Committee 
for 1931-32. 


These two familiar figures will long 
be missed from A. L. A. gatherings, 
where older folk were wont to whisper 
to the younger generation, “There is 
Mr. Belden!” “That is Mr. Brown!” 
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Tentative Program of Midwinter Meeting 
Drake Hotel, Chicago, December 28 to 31, 1931 


A. L. A. Council 


Meetings will be open to all A. L. A. 
members. 


Tuesday, December 29, 10:00 a.m., and 
Wednesday, December 30, 10:00 a.m. 


A Working Program for the A. L. A— 
Presentation of a statement by the Executive 
Board for Council consideration 

Libraries in the Depression: 

a. Unusual demands and opportunities 
b. Economizing to meet budget cuts 
c. Unemployment in the library profession 

Annuities and Pensions—Report of Commit- 
tee—Harold F. Brigham, Free Public Library, 
Louisville, Ky., chairman 

Petition for a Section on Young People’s 
Reading—Report of Committee on Chapters 
and Sections—Bessie Sargeant Smith, Public 
Library, Cleveland, chairman 

Recommendation of Committee on Commit- 
tees—Henry Ormal Severance, University of 
Missouri Library, Columbia, chairman 


American Library Institute 
President, Theodore W. Koch, Northwestern 
University Library, Evanston, III. 


Wednesday, December 30, 8:00 p.m. 
Open meeting—dinner tentatively scheduled 


Association of American Library 
Schools 


Vice President, Carleton B. Joeckel, Depart- 
ment of Library Science, University of Michi- 
gan, Ann Arbor, Mich. 


Monday, December 28, 7:00 p.m. 


Dinner meeting followed by evening session 
at the Knickerbocker Hotel 


Board of Education for Librarianship 


Wednesday, December 30, 2:30 and 8:00 p.m. 
Business meetings—closed sessions 


Board on the Library and Adult 
Education 


Monday, December 28, 8:00 p.m. 
Business meeting—closed session 


College Librarians of the 
Middle West 


Chairman, Mary Bell Nethercut, Drake 
University Library, Des Moines, Iowa 


Wednesday, December 30, 2:30 p.m. 

College Assistants—Mrs. Grace McClana- 
han, Muskingum College Library, New Con- 
cord, Ohio; Mary Elizabeth Downey, State 
Library, Columbus, Ohio 

Proposed College Library Department of 
A. L. A.—Henry Bartlett Van Hoesen, Brown 
University Library, Providence, R. I. 

New Buildings Suggestions—Eugenia Allin, 
Orville B. Gorin Library, James Millikin Uni- 
versity, Decatur, Ill.; Betty H. Pritchett, Coe 
College Library, Cedar Rapids, Iowa 


College Librarians of the Middle West 
and University and Reference 
Librarians 


Joint Session 
Tuesday, December 29, 2:30 p.m. 


Executive Board 
Monday, December 28, 10:00 a.m. and 
2:30 p.m. and 
Thursday, December 31, 10:00 a.m. and 
2:30 p.m. 


League of Library Commissions 
President, Essae Martha Culver, Louisiana 
Library Commission, Baton Rouge, La. 


Tuesday, December 29, 2:30 p.m. 

Intensive Work with Young Groups—H. 
Marjorie Beal, North Carolina Library Com- 
mission, Raleigh, N. C. 

The Need for More State Library Demon- 
strations 

Reports on the White House Conference 
Follow-Up Meetings: Chicago Regional, 
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Florida, Georgia, Indiana, Kentucky, Maine, 
Michigan, New Hampshire, New Jersey, and 
Louisiana 


Librarians of Large Public Libraries 


Chairman, Harold F. Brigham, Free Public 
Library, Louisville, Ky. 
Tuesday, December 29, 2:30 p.m. 
Closed meeting—attendance strictly limited 
to the chief librarians of public libraries in 
cities of over 100,000 inhabitants and their 
personal representatives 


Library Extension Board 


Wednesday, December 30, 2:30 and 8:00 p.m. 
Business meetings—closed sessions 


Library Extension Board and League 
of Library Commissions 
Joint Session 
Chairman of the Library Extension Board, 
Clarence B. Lester, Wisconsin Free Library 
Commission, Madison, Wis.; president of the 
League of Library Commissions, Essae Martha 


Culver, State Library Commission, Baton 
Rouge, La. 


Monday, December 28, 10:00 a.m. 


Current Trends in State Government and 
Taxation 


State Agencies in Time of Depression— 
symposium 


Normal School and Teachers’ 
College Librarians 


Chairman, Carroll Preston Baber, Library 
School, State Teachers College, Emporia, Kas. 


Monday, December 28, 2:30 p.m. 
Two or three papers, followed by discussion 


School Libraries Committee 


Chairman, Helen Margaret Harris, Lawson 
McGhee Library, Knoxville, Tenn. 


Monday and Tuesday, December 28 and 29, 
8:00 p.m. 
Business meetings—closed sessions 


Tuesday, December 29, 3:00 to 6:00 p.m. 

Open house for school librarians and others 
interested in junior work, under the auspices 
of the North Shore Library Club 





Special Libraries Association 
Monday, December 28, 9:00 a.m. and 
2:30 p.m. 

Joint sessions of Executive Board and Ad- 
visory Council—closed sessions 


University and Reference Librarians 
Catalogers are invited to attend this meeting. 
Chairman, Earl N. Manchester, Ohio State 

University Library, Columbus, Ohio 


Tuesday, December 29, 8:00 p.m. 

University Book Buying—Wilbur E. Pearce, 
College Bookstore Association, University 
Book Store, Rochester, N. Y. 

Progress on the Cooperative Cataloging 
Project—Keyes D. Metcalf, New York Pub- 
lic Library, New York City 

Observations on the Reading of University 
Students—Samuel W. McAllister, General 
Library, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 
Mich. 


——— 


Works of Capuchin Authors 

A catalog of works by Capuchin «authors is 
being prepared by the Rev. Father Austin of 
St. Fidelis Seminary, who is interested in ob- 
taining information concerning works by writ- 
ers of this Order. 

The work carried on by Father Austin in 
cooperation with Project “B” will be valu- 
able contribution to the Union Catalog of 
unusual books, on which the A. L. A. Com- 
mittee on Bibliography is working under the 
direction of Ernest C. Richardson. 

Communications may be addressed to Father 
Austin at St. Fidelis Seminary, Herman, 
Butler County, Pa. 





Syracuse University Library, Syracuse 
(N. Y.), Wharton Miller, librarian, wants: 
New York (St.) Governor, Public Papers: 
Martin H. Glynn, 1913-14; Nathan L. Miller, 
1921-22. U. S. geological survey. World 
atlas of commercial geology, pt. 1. 


Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimore 
(Md.), wants certain Maryland and Baltimore 
documents and reports. Send for itemized 
want list. Offers of other Baltimore and 
Maryland material will also be considered. 


Lafayette College Library, Easton (Pa.), 
wants a card cabinet for 12%4x5 cm. cards 
(the old style shelf cards), 12 trays preferred. 
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Tentative Schedule of Midwinter Meeting 


Meetings will be held in the Drake Hotel, unless otherwise indicated. 






































Time, Except Where Otherwise Indicated 
Day 
Morning— = ° : , 
10 :00 to 42:30 Afternoon—2 :30 to 5 :00 Evening—8 :00 
Monday, *Executive Board *Executive Board *tAssociation of 
Dec. 28 F American Library 
Library Extension|Normal School and Teachers’ College} Schools—Dinner 
Board with League] Librarians Meeting Followed 
of Library Cc i by Evening Meeting 
sions *Special Libraries Association Executive} (7:00) 
‘ oard and Advisory Council 
*Special Libraries As- *Board on the Library 
sociation Executive and Adult Educa- 
Board and Advisory tion 
Council (9:00) 
*“School Libraries 
Committee 
Tuesday, Council College Librarians of Middle West with| University and Ref- 
Dec. 29 University and Reference Librarians erence Librarians 
League of Library Commissions *School Libraries 
Committee 
*Librarians of Large Public Libraries 
Open House for School Librarians (3:00 to 
6:00) 
Wednesday, Council *Board of Education for Librarianship American Library In- 
Dec. 30 stitute 
College Librarians of Middle West 
y *Board of Education 
*Library Extension Board for Librarianship 
*Library Extension |- 
oar 
Thursday, *Executive Board *Executive Board 
Dec. 31 
* Closed meeting. t Will be held at the Knickerbocker Hotel, opposite the Drake. 








Railroad Rates for Midwinter 
Meeting 

Please read the following directions 
carefully. 

The American Library Association 
has been granted one and one-half fare 
on the certificate plan on tickets costing 
67 cents or more by most railroads in 
the United States and Canada, provided 
at least 100 members and dependent 
members of their families apply for the 
certificates and turn them in for valida- 
tion at the Midwinter Meeting. 


The following conditions must be 
observed : 


1. When you buy your ticket to Chicago, 
ask for a CERTIFICATE (not a receipt). Certifi- 
cates will not be issued earlier than December 
20 nor later than December 30. (Dates vary 
according to locality.) 


2. Allow plenty of time (30 minutes is a 
safe allowance) for buying your ticket and 
getting your certificate. 


3. Certificates are not kept at all stations. 
If your home station does not have them, ask 
your local ticket agent at what station you may 
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obtain one, purchase a local ticket to that 
station, and buy your through ticket and get 
your certificate there. 


4. Present your certificate, WHEN YOU REG- 
ISTER AT A. L. A. HEADQUARTERS AT THE 
DRAKE HOTEL, CHICAGO, to Cora M. Beatty, 
executive assistant in charge of the A. L. A. 
Membership Department. 


5. Ask Miss Beatty to tell you when the 
special agent from the railroad will be in at- 
tendance to validate the certificates. 


6. If the necessary minimum of 100 certifi- 
cates is presented at the meeting, and your cer- 
tificate is duly validated by the special agent, 
you will be entitled, up to and including Janu- 
ary 4, 1932, to purchase a return ticket via the 
same route over which you made the going 
journey, at one-half of the regular one-way 
tariff fare from the place of meeting to the 
point at which your certificate was issued. 

Return tickets will be limited to 30 days in 
addition to date on which going ticket was 
punched, as shown on certificate receipt issued 
in connection with going ticket; stopovers will 
be permitted at any point, within limit, upon 
application to conductor. 


7. No refund of fare will be made in case 
of failure to get proper certificate or to get it 
validated. 

When buying your railroad ticket, even if 
you do not expect to return by the same route, 
be sure to ask for the return certificate. 
Whether or not you do this and, further, get 
your certificate validated at Chicago may de- 
termine whether the convention is successful 
in getting enough certificates to entitle mem- 
bers to the reduced rate. 


Hotels 


Headquarters for the Midwinter Meetings 
will be at the Drake Hotel on North Michigan 
Avenue at Walton Place. The Drake is about 
one mile north of the Chicago Public Library 
and The John Crerar Library, about one-half 
mile east of The Newberry Library, and about 
one-half mile north of the American Library 
Association offices at 520 North Michigan 
Avenue. Meetings will be held in the Drake 
Hotel, unless otherwise indicated. 

Immediate reservation of rooms is urged. 
All hotels are crowded during the holidays. 





Rates at the Drake are: for two in a room 
with twin beds and bath, $8 per day ($4 per 
person per day); single rooms with bath, $4 
per day. The Knickerbocker Hotel, 163 East 
Walton Place (opposite the Drake), and the 
Pearson Hotel, 190 East Pearson Street (three 
short blocks from the Drake), both have single 
rooms with bath at $3 and up, and double 
rooms with bath at $5 and up. The Allerton 
House, 701 North Michigan Avenue (six short 
blocks from the Drake), has single rooms with 
bath for $2.50, single rooms with running 
water and toilet for $2, and double rooms with 
shower for $3. The Medinah Athletic Club, 
North Michigan Avenue at Illinois Street 
(about one-half mile south of the Drake and 
nearly opposite the American Library Associa- 
tion offices), has single rooms with bath for 
$3; double rooms with bath for $5; and suites, 
for either one or two persons, with bath for 
$8. Those who prefer to stay at hotels in the 
“Loop” will find the Drake easy to reach by 
motorbus. 


Registration 


A registration desk will be maintained at 
the Drake Hotel by the American Library 
Association Headquarters staff. All persons 
attending the meetings are requested to regis- 
ter there immediately upon arrival. 


—— 


Corrections 


Dr. William Warner Bishop, president of 
the International Federation of Library Asso- 
ciations, writes that the information which led 
him to report Dr. de Gregori as a newly elect- 
ed honorary vice president of the federation in 
the October Bulletin was incorrect. Signor 
Pier Silverio Leicht received that honor. As 
some librarians probably remember, Signor 
Leicht represented the Italian Ministry of Pub- 
lic Instruction at the Library and Bibliographi- 
cal Congress held in Rome and Venice in 1929. 


Attention is called to two omissions in 
the “Attendance Summaries—By States” in 
the 1931 Proceedings, page 652. The Worces- 
ter (Mass.) Free Public Library had nine, and 
the Grosvenor Library (Buffalo, N. Y.) had 
ten, persons in attendance at the New Haven 
conference. 
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From the A. L. A. Press 


HE A. L. A. titles mentioned in this sec- 

tion may be secured from A. L. A. Head- 
quarters, 520 North Michigan Avenue, Chi- 
cago. 


A list of books for college libraries, selected 
on the recommendation of 200 college teach- 
ers, librarians, and other advisers, prepared 
by Charles B. Shaw for the Advisory Group 
on College Libraries of the Carnegie Cor- 
poration of New York. Second preliminary 
edition. $3.50. 


Early in 1929 Mr. Shaw addressed himself 
to the difficult task of compiling a list of books 
which might be regarded as a statement of the 
minimum holdings of a college library. The 
genesis and purpose of this list and the method 
of its compilation were explained in detail in 
the Library Quarterly for January, 1931, pp. 
72-78. The result is now before us in this well 
printed volume of some 800 pages, more than 
100 of which are given over to a careful and 
adequate index. Some 14,000 titles are noted, 
with bibliographical information including 
prices and Library of Congress card numbers. 
Quite logically and conveniently, the list is 
arranged under twenty-four heads correspond- 
ing to the departments of instruction rather 
than to any library system of classification. 
Within each group are included periodicals 
and reference material as well as general 
books. 


Like any selection of books, this one is open 
to criticism, but in justice to Mr. Shaw it must 
be borne in mind that in no sense does he claim 
that the list is complete or exhaustive. He 
states plainly that no attempt is made to go 
beyond “those books which the undergraduate 
student could reasonably be expected to use 
. .. im courses commonly offered in liberal arts 
colleges . . . and in recreational and general 
reading.” There are few foreign language 
titles included. In a few instances the editions 
cited are not the latest, but whether or not this 
is intentional is not apparent. The inclusion of 
some rather elementary textbooks may be ques- 
tioned, but if this is to be a basic list for the 
use of libraries which may lack not only these 
simple tools but the bibliographical means of 
selecting them, their inclusion seems wise. 


While many out-of-print books are given, one 
misses certain titles and notes the presence of 
others in print but perhaps of less value. This 
exclusion—or substitution—is apparently delib- 
erate in order to make the list more useful for 
current purchasing. Yet out-of-print books are 
not always so hard to obtain and it might have 
been better if more had been included. 


As a matter of fact, most of the criticisms 
which might be applied to Mr. Shaw’s selec- 
tions are easily met when the aim of the list is 
fully understood. It is suggestive only, not in- 
tended to confirm—or question—the judgment 
of the larger libraries already well stocked 
with books, but to place before the librarian of 
the small college a criterion by which he may 
measure his collection and a standard toward 
which he may build it up. As such a criterion 
and standard it is a success and deserves care- 
ful study by the librarians of liberal arts col- 
leges the country over. 


Juitan S. Fowter, Librarian 
Oberlin College Library 


Farm life (Reading with a Purpose series), 

by Clarence Poe. Cloth: single copy, 50c; 
10 or more, 45c each. Paper: single copy, 
35c; 4 copies, $1; 10, $2.25; 25, $4.50; 50, 
$6.50; 100 or more, llc each. 


“This is fine!” said a leader in farm market- 
ing to whom I showed Mr. Poe’s pamphlet. 
Such, I believe, will be the judgment of all 
who use it. Bear in mind the subtitle, “Prob- 
lems and Opportunities.” 


Particularly interesting and important are 
two aspects of Dr. Poe’s outline. 


First, the emphasis, the point of view. “The 
conclusion of the whole matter is that the final 
goal of agricultural progress is simply the de- 
velopment of a richer and finer rural civiliza- 
tion and rural culture, and all other reforms 
or attempts at improvements are steps or 
means to this end. ... The real farm problem 
is not one problem but a variety of problems 
linked together, all looking to .one result, 
namely, the development of a richer and more 
satisfying rural civilization.” 


Second, the inclusion of David Grayson’s 
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Adventures in contentment, “this book of fic- 
tion which yet has more truth in it than most 
books of facts.” Here Dr. Poe leads the reader 
to a realization that “there is a spirit in the 
American country-side” which eludes cold sta- 
tistics and formal cataloging. May not the city 
man who really wants to understand the prob- 
lems and opportunities of rural life find an 
adequate background in that fiction which de- 
picts rural life—if it be authentic, without bias 
or exaggeration, and without sentimentality ? 
CLarENcE B. Lester, Secretary 

Wisconsin Free Library Commission 


The superintendent makes a discovery; the 
answer to the rural school reading problem, 
by Lucwe F. Farco. 10 copies, $1; 50 
copies, $4; 100 copies, $7; 500 copies, $30. 
A narrative account, for the school adminis- 

trator, of county library service to schools, as 
seen by a visiting county superintendent. Writ- 
ten by Miss Fargo, in her readable style, for 
the. Library Extension Board. A 32-page pam- 
phlet, with a picture map on the bright cover, 
and marginal running notes. 

[Editorial Note: Joy Elmer Morgan, of the 
National Education Association, in a letter re- 
ceived at A. L. A. Headquarters, says: “Heart- 
iest congratulations on The superintendent 
makes a discovery. It is just right. It should 
certainly be sent to every county superintend- 
ent in the United States.”] 


Two Reports Which Warrant Reading 
To School Librarians: 

We have before us two most heartening 
pieces of print. One of them is the letter to 
members on “Present and Suggested A. L. A. 
Activities,” which appeared in the October 
Bulletin of the American Library Association. 
The other is the Report of informal confer- 
ences on library interests, published by the 
Carnegie Corporation of New York. The part 
of this article which is of special interest to 
school librarians will be summarized in the 
Wilson Bulletin in an early issue. 

School librarians who have had to do con- 
siderable pioneering will be even more glad 
than those who find the field better broken that 
both these reports recommend the establish- 
ment of a school library department at A. L. A. 
Headquarters as an urgent need and as an ac- 


tivity to be undertaken early. The function of 
this department, its relation to others, its ac- 
tivities, are, of course, nebulous, but a start 
would be a boon indeed. 

There are other statements in these reports 
which will cause thoughtful school librarians 
to think still more. “The situation is chaotic.” 
This means that the school library survey, 
which has been talked of so much, must take 
place, and soon. Both reports recommend this, 
too, as an immediate need. What can we do to 
further emphasize this need, and to cooperate 
in its fulfilment? 

What of this matter of specialized adolescent 
reading guidance? Set forth as a problem to 
be worked on by teachers, psychologists, public 
and school librarians, our own daily efforts 
seem bungling and unscientific. Well, aren't 
they? Don’t we need objective standards, more 
knowledge of psychology, much less trial and 
error? 

At any rate, these reports will repay careful 
reading and thought. Every balanced person 
will try to see his problems and needs in rela- 
tion to the whole situation, but some enthu- 
siasm for one’s own phase of a subject seems 
natural and commendable. Your reactions to 
the A. L. A. letter are requested. 


E.L1zaBETH ScriIpTuRE, Chairman 
School Libraries Section 


—_———————— 


English Librarian Seeks Exchange 


The chief assistant in charge of a staff of 
fifteen in an English library wishes to ex- 
change, if possible, with an assistant in an 
American library, preferably in a college or 
university. She is a person of high academic 
and professional qualifications and considerable 
library experience. The salary would be low, 
but the cost of living is estimated to be about 
a third less than generally prevails in this 
country. Anyone interested in an exchange and 
able to take advantage of one is asked to com- 
municate with A. L. A. Headquarters, 520 
North Michigan Avenue, Chicago. 


————__»>————_ 


Art Institute (Ryerson Library), Chicago 
(Ill.), Etheldred Abbot, librarian, offers for 
sale Ryerson collection of Japanese and Chi- 
nese illustrated books, a descriptive, illustrated 
catalog, compiled by Kenji Toda. 1931. $7.50. 
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Checklist A. L. A. Publications 1931 
Ts your file complete? 


Booklist books, 1930. 64p. 65c. 

Books for junior colleges. Hester. 194p. 
Cloth, $3.25. 

Books for tired eyes. Matson. 58p. 50c. 

Books in the child’s bill of rights; recom- 
mendations of the Committee on Read- 
ing of the White House Conference. 4p. 
Free. 

Catalogers’ and classifiers’ yearbook, No. 2. 
165p. $1.25. 

Charles Ammi Cutter. Cutter. (American 
library pioneers, No. 3.) 67p. Boards. 
$2.75. 

Children’s library yearbook, No. 3. 80p. 
$1.35. 

College and reference library yearbook, 
No. 3. 114p. $2. 

Essentials in library administration. Mc- 
Collough and van Buren. 72p. 65c; 10 
or more, 50c each. 

French books for American libraries. 
Cestre. 53p. 65c. 

Gifts for children’s book-shelves. 16p. 100 
copies, $1.50; 250, $3.25; 500, $6; 1000, 
$10. 

Graded reading lists—bookmarks. Nine 
lists, each for a different grade. 100 
copies, same list, 75c; 500 assorted, 
$2.50; 900, $3.60; 5000, $15. Assortments 
must be made by even hundreds. 

Guide to inexpensive series. 6p. 15c; 10 or 
more, 10c each. 

Handbook for teacher-librarians. 52p. 65c; 
10 or more, 50c each. 

How to organize a county library cam- 
paign. 1l6p. 100 copies, $2; 250, $4.50; 
500, $8; 1000, $14.50. 


Index to children’s plays. Hyatt. 214p. 
Cloth, $2.50. 





Library service. Baldwin. (Manual of i- a 
brary economy, No. 14.) 28p. 35c. 4 
Library standards in teachers colleges and _ 
normal schools. 15p. 15c. a 
List of books for college libraries. Shaw. _ 
810p. Cloth, $3.50. ; 
Men and events of early American hi 
4p. 25 copies, 50c; 50, 75c; 100, $1. y 
One hundred books chosen by prominent _ 
Americans. 4p. 100 copies, 80c; 500, 
$2.60; 1000, $4.25; 5000, $15.50. . 
Outline of the development of the Ameri. 
can public library. Conner. Mimeo 
graphed. 179p. $1.50. ‘ 
Parents’ book shelf. 8p. 100 copies, $1.50; 
500, $6; 1000, $11; 5000, $50. 
Poetry and poets. Elmendorf. 78p. 75c, 
Problems of library heating and ventila- 
tion. Ranck. 10p. 35c. ing 
Reading with a purpose. Cloth, 50c. Paper, ~ 


35c; 4 copies, $1; 100, $11. 44. Pacific | 


area in international relations. 57. Evo- 7 
lution. 61. Russian literature. 62. Farm ~ 
life: problems and opportunities. 
Recent children’s books. 4p. 100 copies, © 
90c; 500, $2.75; 1000, $4.50; 5000, $17. A 
Recreational reading for young people. ~ 
59p. 50c. a 
Reference books of 1930. Mudge. 39p. © 
70c. % 


School library.yearbook, No. 4. 278p. $2.50. 


Sixty educational books of 1930. 4p. 15¢. 
The superintendent makes a discovery; 


the answer to the rural school reading ~ 


problem. Fargo. 32p. 10 copies, $1; 7 
50, $4; 100, $7; 500, $30. 3 
Wanted—readers in South Carolina. 8p. 
Free. 
What people want to read about. Waples 
and Tyler. 312p. Cloth, $3.25 to l- 
braries. 


Subscribe for 


Subscription Books Bulletin 
$1.00 per year 


American Library Association = Chicago 

















